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Little James Grantham, like children and adults through- 
out Mississippi, is hungry for good books and pleasurable 
reading. The title of this award-winning photograph is 
“Mental Meal-Time.” 
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“Mental Meal Time” is the caption 
of the second prize winning picture in 
the Wilson Bulletin Photo Contest. 
“The Idea of a Library.” The photo- 
grapher is Lazslo Hege, University of 
Mississippi, who was employed by the 
Mississippi Library Commission at the 
time the photograph was taken on a 
regular bookmobile run in Madison 
County where the Commission is cur- 
rently doing a bookmobile demonstra- 
tion. 
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READING IS ITS OWN REWARD 


By MRS. C. C. CLARK 
Chairman of the MLN Editorial Board 


In this day of scientific objectivity, 
of functional planning, when education 
is geared primarily to _ utilitarian 
values, in this day of gadget-ridden ex- 
istence, it is well for librarians to 
pause and ask of reading, must it ex- 
clusively serve these ends? Is there 
not another dimension of reading? Are 
not some pleasures final? And is not 
reading one of them — its own re- 
ward without always claiming for it 
practical results? 

Amid the daily routines and mechan- 
ics of library service dare we _ lose 
sight of this higher dimension of read- 
ing? To instill in some and awaken 
in others the love of reading for read- 
ing’s sake; to approach reading as a 
means of enriching life is the libra- 
rian’s priceless privilege. To create a 


Books For 


Fifteen hundred people in Mississip- 
pi and Louisiana keep in touch with 
the world, in the stream of communi- 
cation, and fill idle hours with read- 
ing from the Department for the Blind 
at Louisiana State Library. The Lou- 
isiana State Library is one of the 31 
regional libraries in the United States 
serving as repositories for talking 
books for the blind provided by the 
Library of Congress. Mississippi is 
served from the Louisiana agency. 

Many are missing the service be- 
cause they do not know about it at 
all; others because they do not know 
they are eligible to receive it. They 
do not think of themselves as “blind”, 
nor are they. They can see to do many 
things but they cannot read. 

They will know about it only if 
someone thinks to tell them that “Talk- 
ing Books” are available to them. Who 
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climate that stirs in the child a curi- 
osity to know and to nurture that cu. 
riosity through adult life and into the 
senior years, when more active pur. 
suits are limited, is also justification 
for the library’s existence. Virginia 
Woolf goes further and claims for read 
ing eternal values when she writes in 
‘Common Reading”, “I have sometimes 
dreampt, at least, that when the Day 
of Judgement dawns and the great con- 
querors and lawyers and statesmen 
come to receive their reward — their 
crowns, their laurels, their names carv- 
ed indelibly upon imperishable marble 
— the Almighty will turn to Peter and 
will say, not without a certain envy, 
when he sees us coming with our books 
under our arms, ‘look, these need no 
reward. We have nothing to give them, 
they have loved reading’.” 


The Blind 


better can do this than librarians? 
“Find them, tell them” is the plea of 
Murrell C. Wellman, head of the De 
partment for the Blind at Louisiana 
State Library. 


Financial status has nothing to do 
with the eligibility for borrowing talk- 
ing books and the machines on which 
to play them. There is no charge for 
any part of the service. The books are 
sent and returned through the mails 
postage free. 

Talking books cover a wide range of 
reading interests to meet the needs of 
all age groups. They include popular 
works in the fields of religion, science, 
history, biography, best sellers in fic 
tion and non-fiction and even the ever- 
popular mysteries and westerns. 

Talking editions of Readers Digest 
and the newsweek magazines are ready 

(Continued on Page 52) 
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Administrative Librarians Attend 
First MLA In-Service Workshop 


The first of a series of eight in-serv- 
ice workshops planned by the public 
library section of the Mississippi Li- 
brary Association was conducted on 
March 8-9 at the Mississippi Library 
Commission in Jackson. The first con- 
ference was planned and executed for 
administrative librarians. Forty-two li- 
brarians were in attendance. 

Outstanding participants on the pro- 
gram were E. J. Cazenave, College Re- 
lations and Employment Superviso1 
with the Jackson branch of the Sou- 
thern Bell Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, who conducted a three-hour 
forum on techniques and principles of 
inservice training, and Lamar Wallis, 
head librarian of the Memphis Public 
Library, who served as professional 
consultant throughout the conference. 


Wise, J. W. Hudspeth. 
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Mr. Cazenave rated self-development 
as basic in on-the-job training. Other 
personal aspects of the over-all job he 
enumerated were: 1. Training comple 
ments selection, i. e. (better selection 
means easier training and vice versa) 
2. Disciplinary procedures for ineffec- 
tive persons 3. Reward — advance- 
ment for effort and ability and 4. An 
appraisal system that lets the person 
know how he is doing. 

After a comprehensive and able dis- 
cussion of standard approaches to on- 
the-job training, Mr. Cazenave shared 
with the librarians some of his per- 
sonal self-development activities. This 
proved to be an enriching exchange of 
experiences. Among those mentioned 
were: 1. Study speed reading — includ- 
ing how to read a book 2. Study art 


An open discussion meeting with the board of Commissioners of the Missis- 
sippi Library Commission was an interesting part of the workshop program. 
From left to right are the board of commissioners: Mrs. C. A. Doster, chair- 
man, seated; standing, W. L. Caughman, Miss Lucile Miller, Miss Elisabeth 
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Leading a panel discussion during the administrative librarians workshop were, 
from left: Mrs. Lura G. Currier, Miss Lucile Miller, Miss Evelyn Tackett, and 
Mrs. LePoint Smith. Not pictured is Mrs. Douglas Bateman. 


of writing — practice 3. Develop vo- 
cabulary (for reading comprehension 
only, not for speaking or writing) 
4. Take course on speaking 5. Teach— 
Sunday School, etc. 6. Study commun- 
ication arts — semantics, art in gen- 
eral and music 7. Study religion — 
including major world religions. 
& Make notes on talks, lectures, ser- 
mons, conferences, etc. 9. Develop a 
filing system for ideas — ads — say- 
ings — things that you want to re- 
member or possibly use later 10. Read 
— take time to read — use libraries — 
build personal library. 

The response of the librarians to 
Lamar Wallis was a tribute to his 
warmth, charm and ability. His con- 
tribution to the down-to-earth needs 
will long be felt in Mississippi librar- 
ies. 

An open meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission, a pre-conference 
session, had as its theme “A Decade of 
Development, 1951-1961.” Included in 
this decade is the period of the Li- 
brary Services Act (1957). Elsewhere 
in this issue is an article “More Books 
For More People” that summarizes 
the progress made since the passage 
of LSA. 

In answer to the question “Where 
is the Library’s Public?” Mrs. Mary 
Ella Miller, Copiah County Library, 
discussed the library’s service to its 
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public found in hospitals; Travis Mc- 
Charen, Director of Vocational Rehab- 
ilitation. State Department of Educa- 
tion, discussed people in retirement 
Bobby Outlaw, Bolivar County Library 
spoke on service to industry; Mrs. El- 
izabeth Holcomb, Lee County Library 
on service to community organizations; 
Mrs. Jean Lyon, Pine Forest Regional! 
Library, on schools and Jeanne Broach 
Meridian Public Library, discussed 
service to minority groups. 

Two current library projects were 
presented at a luncheon meeting on 
the closing day. Judge William N. Eth- 
ridge, Jr., Chairman of the State Com- 
mittee for National Library Week, 
spoke on libraries in a free society. 
(see page 60 for the text of his talk). 

Carl Black, assistant manager of the 
State Chamber of Commerce, spoke 
on the Merit Community program in 
which the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission cooperates. 

The first workshop set a high stand- 
ard for those that will follow. As this 
is being written plans have been com 
pleted for the second in the series of 
workshops which will be for book- 
mobile personnel. 





Good books are to the young mind 
what a warming sun and refreshing 
rain of spring are to seeds which have 
lain dormant in the frost of winter. — 
Horace Mann. 
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The Awards Committee of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association requests 
that anyone wishing to make a nom- 
ination for an award notify the Chair- 
man of the Committee no later than 
September 1, 1961. 

Margarete Peebles, P. O. Box 1517, 
State College, Mississippi, is chairman 
of the Awards Committee. She and her 
committee will meet prior to the con- 
vention to consider all nominees. 

Members of the Awards Committee 
include: Susie Bull, Martha Couty, 
Elizabeth Dakin. 

The principles set up by the Awards 
Committee of MLA in 1953, and passed 
on by the membership, suggest awards 
be made at irregular intervals in rec- 
ognition of service that has promoted 
the cause and development of a Mis- 
sissippi Library with special emphasis 
on service to libraries in the state as 
a whole. The recipient is to be a li- 
brarian, trustee or citizen who has 
performed outstanding service. 





MLA Awards Committee Requests Nominations 


Each nomination sent to the Com. 
mittee must be accompanied by full 
explanation of the reason for desery. 
ing an award. The Committee will de. 
termine whether an award is to be 
made and a report will be given at the 
annual meeting of the Mississippi Li- 
brary Association. 





(Continued From Page 48) 

for circulation within a few days of 
their newsstand editions. Several re 
cordings of the Bible are available but 
there may be long waiting periods be 
cause of the many requests to be filled. 

There is no need for the blind to 
forego the joy of reading that can be 
theirs again, for these talking books 
read themselves aloud with distinct 
and pleasing voice. 

For detailed information on how 
Mississippians can _ secure talking 
books write to Miss Christine Coving- 
ton, Division of the Blind, Box 1669, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 





fields, all languages. 








WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


Sale and Acquisition of 


© Scientific periodicals: complete sets, short runs, single volumes—all 


@ Scientific books: out-of-print—domestic, foreign. 
e Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign periodicals 
@ Rare books in science and medicine. 


e All new books of U.S. and foreign publishers. 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York 


Branch offices: California 


@ England @ Germany @ italy 
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New Libraries, Renovations Are 
Result Of Library Services Act 


By LURA G. CURRIER 


The Library Services Act was passed in June, 1956. A State Plan under 
its program became effective in Mississippi January 1, 1957. 

The Library Commission’s interpretation of the purpose of this Act is 
that it shall get more books to more people. Since that purpose coincides 
exactly with that of the Library Commission we have worked toward this 
common purpose in two directions: (1) helping communities give library serv- 
ice where there was none; (2) helping existing libraries give better service. 

Summarized, these two activities have meant ESTABLISHMENT and 
RENOVATION. 

Sometimes the ESTABLISHMENT has meant indirect activity by the 
Library Commission through financial assistance of some kind to existing li- 
braries, permitting them to obtain more service outlets. On other occasions 
it means direct work with community groups in setting up the very begin- 
nings of what will — and must — grow into strong locally supported and 
locally operated library systems. 

The RENOVATION aspect of the current program may involve work with 
all phases of an existing library from its board structure to its floor covering 
including building renovation, weeding, supplementing and organizing the book 
collection and furnishing new equipment. 


NEW LIBRARIES ESTABLISHED 
Expansion of existing library systems: 

Fulton — Established by Lee-Itawamba Library System as a branch 
of that system. 

Ackerman — Established as a branch of the Tombigbee Regional Li- 
brary. 

Nettleton — same. 

Weir — same. 


Merigold, Shelby, Shaw and Gunnison — Established as branches of 
the Bolivar County Library. 

Potts Camp and Byhalia— Established by Marshall County Library 
as branches of that system. 

Lumberton, Sumrall, Wiggins, Collins, Mt. Olive and Seminary — Set 
up as branches of the Pine Forest Regional Library with headquar- 
ters at Richton. 

Ashland and Hickory Flat— Established by the Northeast Regional 
Library and the Library Commission as outlets in Benton County 
and eventually as branches of the Regional Library. 

Artesia and Caledonia— Set up as branches of the Lowndes County 
Library. 

East Side (Cleveland); McEvans High School (Shaw); Sharkey Train- 
ing School (Rolling Fork); Henry Weathers Attendance Center (An- 
guilla) — Have been set up as branches to serve the adult patrons 
of the communities which are served by these respective schools. 
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Establishment of new libraries through direct community contacts: 


Shuqualak Centreville Sledge 
Rolling Fork Woodville Flora 
Water Valley Crosby Hollandale 
Fayette Liberty Sturgis 
Brooksville Gloster Bay Springs 
Calhoun City Houlka Ellisville 
Bruce Raleigh Taylorsville 
Arcola Glen Allan 


EXISTING LIBRARIES RENOVATED 
Complete renovation has taken place in the following libraries: 
Macon (Ada Sessions Fant Library) Durant 


Kosciusko Isola 
Sunflower Ruleville 
Purvis Leland 
Cleveland Houston 
Pickens Tchula 
Rosedale Port Gibson 
Marks Ripley 
Drew Senatobia 


Brookhaven (Redmond 
Memorial Library) 
These towns have built new library buildings and the Mississippi Library 
Commission has been able to help them in some ways: 


Crystal Springs Lexington 
Indianola (Henry M. Seymour Itta Bena 
Library) 


These libraries have been moved to entirely new quarters and their reno 
vation has been so complete that they might well be classified as “new ii- 
braries”: 


Moss Point Columbus 
Monticello Walnut 
Poplarville 


In these libraries the involvement of the Mississippi Library Commis 
sion has been limited to cataloging, classifying and weeding of the book col- 
lections: 

Shelby Memorial Library at Columbia 
Montgomery County Library at Winona 
Louisville (affiliated with the Mid-Mississippi Regional Library) 

These towns have recently (within the years included in this report) either 
built a new library or moved into new and much more desirable quarters 
without any assistance from the Mississippi Library Commission but they 
should certainly be included in any summary of the improved public library 
facilities in the State of Mississippi: 

Union County Library at New Albany (new building) 
Jefferson Davis County Library at Prentiss (new quarters) 
McComb Library Association at McComb (new quarters) 
Utica Branch of the Capital Area Regional Library 

Negative Note: In previous such compilations made since the inception 
of the Library Services Act the names of Flowood, Pelahatchie and Florence 
have appeared. Regretfully, they are omitted from this list. These three 
towns, along with Brandon and Sand Hill are in Rankin County. In October, 

(Continued on Page 55) 
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Thanks To The State Committee 
For National Library Week 


By LURA G. CURRIER 


If dedicatory statements were appro- 
priate to articles in MISSISSIPPI LI- 
BRARY NEWS — which, of course, 
they are not — one would certainly 
read: “This is dedicated to the State 
Committee for National Library Week 
without whom we could _ never 
a 


And the list that would follow would 
be very, very long. 

We could never have ... Had the 
fine state wide meeting to which these 
busy citizens came from all sections of 
the State at their own expense to give 
aday’s time in study of the library sit- 
uation in Mississippi and to determine 
practical ways in which they and their 
organizations could help promote books 
and reading . . . had the privilege of 
working under the leadership and 
guidance of Judge Ethridge nor been 
able to hear his moving personal tes- 
tament in behalf of the influence of 
books on the life of an individual such 
as characterized his powerful address 
to the Library Administrators’ Confer- 
ence. . . had the opportunity to see 
Bill Keith of the Industrial Editors at 
his organizing best evolve a complete 
program of systematic publicity born 
out of his rich and varied public rela- 
tions experience . . . sat down with 
elected officials such as Legislators 
Cooper and Rogers from Vicksburg. 
Supervisor Frazier from Attala Coun- 
ty, and Mayor Ballard from Tupelo to 
discuss with them their responsibilities 
for support of libraries at various lev- 


els ... heard why libraries and learn- 
ing are important to the industrial 
growth of the State from representa- 
tive business leaders like Charles Fair, 
president of the State Chamber of 
Commerce, L. Y. Foote of the state 
Bankers Association, Morris Lewis, Jr., 
a business executive and library trus- 
tee from Indianola, John Osberg of the 
Mississippi Manufacturers’ Association 

. secured the backing of religious 
denominations through their publica- 
tions and pulpits from editors and min- 
istors like Dr. Joe Odle of the Baptist 
Record, Dr. Sam Ashmore of the Meth- 
odist Advocate and Reverend Father 
John Scanlon of the parochial schools 
... tapped the energy and imagination 
of the state’s young men through their 
Jaycee president Ben Woods and his 
representative Dudley Lacey .. . felt 
the influence and force for good exert- 
ed by state wide organizations such as 
the Mississippi Congress of Parents 
and Teachers through their Reading 
and Library Chairman Mrs. C C. Jen- 
nings of Sardis, Boswell Stevens who 
is president of and synonymous with 
Mississippi Farm Pureau Federation 
Mrs. Burnette Y. Hennington of the 
Woman’s Cabinet of Public Affairs. 
Mrs. Raymond Stiles serving as State 
Library Chairman of the Mississipp. 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and Mrs. 
Genevieve Harris of the Home Dem- 
onstration Agents Association .. . prof- 
ited from the years of experience in 
library leadership exercised by Mrs. 
Eunice Eley, architect of Mississippi’s 





(Continued From Page 54) 


1960, the Rankin County Board of Supervisors voted to destroy their public 


library service completely. 


Consequently, this county withdrew from the 


Capital Area Regional Library and closed down all of its public libraries, in- 
cluding the four branches mentioned and bookmobile serivce to the rural 
areas. This is the first and only time such a thing has occurred in this state 
but it should be mentioned in connection with any report on the develop- 
ment — or lack of it — in public library service in Mississippi. 
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public iibrary development program 
now engaged in many other facets of 
library service among which is giving 
leadership to the work of the American 
Association of University Women in 
behalf of reading and libraries . . . had 
the new and interesting opportunity of 
cooperating with the State Bar Asso- 
ciation through Dave Cottrell, Jr., in 
special efforts at developing more 
knowledgeable laymen through cele- 
bration of Law Day ... heard Mrs. 
Ross Barnett’s thrilling testimony to 
the importance of librarians who give 
personal reading guidance in the lives 
of boys and girls . . . realized anew 
the importance that leading educators 
like J .M. Tubb, State Superintendent 
of Education and Dr. W. D. McCain, 
president of Mississippi Southern Col 
lege assign to libraries in the struc- 
ture of formal education .. . to hear 
Dr. Andrew Suttle, head of the Mis- 
sissippi Industrial and ‘Technologicai 
Research Commission, express what we 
had already learned from him, viz., 
that he regards reading and informa- 
tion gathering as basic to any type of 
research and places a high priority 
on the indexes, books and materials 
needed in industrial research . . . bene- 
fitted from the talent, skill and heart 
of Mississippi’s first lady of letters 
Eudora Welty through her touching 
challenge to the state to do something 
about the lack of books and reading 
in the state’s mental and penal insti- 
tutions .. . had confirmed again more 
effectively and extensively than ever 
before in our state’s entire history that 
our closest allies in the war against 
ignorance and apathy toward learning 
are our newspapers... read with sur- 
prise even to us the miles of excellent 
newspaper coverage given to every 
facet of books, reading, learning, and 
libraries . . . seen the fine hand of 
Editor Purser Hewitt whose previous 3 
year chairmanship of National Library 
Week laid the foundation for 1961’s 
observance ... had the advice and 
counsel of influential and skillful edi- 
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tors like George McLean of the Ty. 
pelo Journal, Robert Webb of the State 
Times and Clayton Rand of the Dixie 
Guide .. . and been able to offer pro. 
fessional manuscripts to radio and Ty 
stations without the skill and artistry 
of Frank Hains of the Jackson Daily 
News ... learned from all of these 
rich and valuable experiences that th: 
leading citizens of Mississippi as rep. 
resented on the State Committee for 
National Library Week share our deep 
concern for the intellectual life of our 
state and are expecting from the li. 
brarians the kind of service that will 
raise the intellectual, moral and edu. 
cation level of our state and are will. 
ing to help us in our efforts toward 
those ends... 





The Wounded Don’t Cry — they don't 
have time; they just type from a wheel 
chair, walk on crutches and learn to 
write with the left hand. Mary Love, 
associate director of the Miss. Library 
Commission (left) suffered a broken 
arm while working in the Columbus 
library — Jan Kuhn, library commis 
sion bookkeeper, was injured in a 
automobile accident last year. Al 
though they are still on the mend, 
both Mary and Jan are too busy to 
take time out from library activities 
to tell you about their wounds. 
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The tempo of National Library Week 
has increased steadily during the past 
four years, with National Library 
Week, 1961, proving the most effective 
statewide celebration yet. 

Early reports of National Library 
Week activities show an increase in the 
number of towns commemorating the 
annual event and in the number of 
activities in each town participating. 

Forty-one libraries gave summaries 
of their activities to the Mississippi 
Library Commission as compared with 
26 libraries reporting in 1960. Of the 
41, 30 were public; seven were col- 
lege, and four were special libraries. 

The Mississippi State Department of 
Education reports summaries on Na- 
tional Library Week activities have 
been received from 27 schools. 

PUBLIC 

In many, many towns throughout the 
state much more emphasis was given 
to National Library Week than in past 
years. Fourteen towns formed local 
citizens committees which involved 136 
people. Last year five local citizens 
committees were formed involving 37 
persons. 

Open House was held in libraries 
throughout the state. Special empha- 
sis was given to coffees for business 
men and other civic groups. In Co- 
lumbus and Senatobia the week was 
celebrated in a most special way — 
Open House in the new library quar- 
ters. In Tupelo a banquet of 600 dig- 
nitaries gathered to honor the Tupelo 
Public Library and its staff, recipient 
of the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award. 
A bookmobile demonstration was ini- 
tiated in Oktibbeha County and in 
Pontotoc a “senior citizen party” was 
held in the library. 

“I have visited the library, have 


‘you?” read name tags given to each 


person who visited Iuka’s hobby shows 
held in the library. 

An Open House was held in the 
Poplarville public library for public 
school and junior college teachers. A 
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National Library Week Most Successful Yet 





“first library family” was selected in 
Calhoun City. 

In Columbia the library board of 
trustees met with the library advisory 
board to study rating sheets of the 
Community Merit Program in order 
to point up ways of improving their 
library. 

Organizations participating in Na- 
tional Library Week activities included 
Federated women’s clubs, home dem- 
onstration clubs, Y-teens, FHA, Rotary. 
Civitan, Kiwanis, B and PW Clubs, 
Garden Clubs, Chambers of Commerce, 
Lions, Farm Bureau, Junior Chambers 
of Commerce, Church groups, PTA 
groups, scouts, school squadrons of 
AFB, and Junior Auxiliary. 

Publicity for National Library Week 
was secured through 130 window dis- 
plays in downtown business houses; 
(Sturgis, population 358, which has a 
new library operated by volunteers, 
had displays in all downtown business 
places — seven of them.) Posters and 
other displays in such places as res- 
taurants, drug stores, cafeterias, post 
offices, officers clubs, etc. 

Fifty-four firms used mailings in 
statements; two banks— the Bank of 
Picayune and the First National Bank 
of Picayune, used full page advertise- 
ments in their local newspaper to pro- 
mote reading and the use of libraries. 

Ninety-four newspapers carried from 
one to twelve articles on National Li- 
brary Week. This coverage included 
all daily newspapers in the state and 
75 weekly newspapers. Four news- 
papers devoted full page stories with 
pictures to library activities. Seven 
statewide house organs included libra- 
ry week publicity. 

Radio and television played an im- 
portant role, too. in telling the people 
of the special celebration. Television 
programs were held in Columbus, Me- 
ridian and Jackson. There were 23 
radio programs with local people par 
ticipating; 23 radio stations also used 


Page 57 





Judge William N. Ethridge, Jr. (right) 
and Bill Keith, chairman of publicity 
for National Library Week, are the key 
people who spearheaded the drive for 
better reading. 








ANY BOOK—ANY PUBLISHER 
ANY BINDING 


LIBRARY SERVICE COMPANY 
FILLS YOUR LIBRARY 
BOOK NEEDS BEST 
@ Save time and money by or- 
dering all of your books from 
LIBRARY SERVICE COMPA- 
NY. Enjoy the accounting con- 
venience of dealing with a sin- 

gle supplier. 


@ LIBRARY SERVICE is the 
South’s largest wholesale book 
seller, with more than 25 years 
experience supplying the needs 
of schools and public libraries. 


@ Write, wire or telephone your 
queries and orders to LIBRA- 
RY SERVICE COMPANY. You 
will be glad you did. 


Visit Our Convention Booth 
LIBRARY SERVICE 
COMPANY, INC. 

19 West Main St. 


Oklahoma City 2, Okla. 
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a total of 242 spot announcements. 
COLLEGE 

In seven colleges in the state special 
recognition was given to National Li- 
brary Week. College libraries offered 
special displays, lists of “best books”, 
hobby shows and art exhibits. 

A major art exhibit was held at 
Delta State College featuring the paint. 
ings of Miss Virginia C. Robinson, as- 
sociate librarian at M. S. C. W. The 
library welcomed more than 200 guests 
who viewed Miss Robinson’s work and 
other creations in the many-faceted 
hobby show. Student assistants were 
present to conduct visitors on a tour 
of the library facilities where they 
were entertained en route with re 
freshments. 

SCHOOL 

The 27 schools reporting participa 
tion in National Library Week included 
activities ranging from posters to 
plays, from teas to television. Activi- 
ties implementing School Library Stan- 
dards include: a talk by the state 
chairman before a Parent-Teachers As- 
sociation on good school library pro- 
grams; discussions of school budgets; 
discussion on STANDARDS at P. T. A. 
meetings, at faculty meetings, and at 
county-wide teachers’ meetings; formu- 
lation of plans for summer library 
services to all ages of children; book 
exhibit, assembly programs, bulletin 
board displays. 

Contests played an important part 
in school activities for National Li- 
brary Week. There were poster con- 
tests, essay contests, contests for the 
honor roll in reading. A special Li- 
brary Week NEWSLETTER for all stu- 
dents announcing new books and li 
brary club activities was most effective 
in one school. In several schools stu- 
dent assistants held “Open House” for 
faculty, administrators and other spe 
cial guests and gave each guest an 
NLW bookmark. One school held “fine- 
less” week and offered a prize for the 
book returned which had been miss- 
ing the longest. All classes partici- 
pated in a “Read a Book During Li 
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prary Week Contest” and _ several 
schools presented skits or one-act plays 
on reading and library facilities. 

But the youngsters did not limit 
their National Library Week efforts to 
in-school activities. They held Open 
House in their school libraries for the 
communities; participated in the pub- 
lic library “Open House”; invited civic 
groups, library club mothers, faculties 
to tea in the school library; built dis- 
plays for use in the public library, and 
many more activities. 

SPECIAL 

At the Greenville Air Force Base. 
each day of National Library Week 
gave recognition to a particular group 
and featured displays of interest to 
them. There were exhibits for Stu- 
dents’ Day, Ladies’ Day, Hobbies, Arts, 
and Children’s Day. The library also 
had an art exhibit during the week, 
showing water colors by Mrs. Polly 
Cooper of Leland. 


The Keesler Library observed Na- 
tional Library Week with an Open 
House on April 16. Special displays 
were set up in the libraries featuring 
hobbies, sports, the Civil War, military 
affairs, and home and family. For the 
first time the squadrons joined in the 
observance by featuring the library in 
their dayrooms, displaying posters and 
bibliographies prominently. The Kees- 
ler News, the Base paper, devoted a 
full page to the library, using pictures 
that showed the services offered and 
quoting indiivduals interviewed about 
the library and reading. 

OTHERS 

In summarizing National Library 
Week activities it is virtually impos- 
sible to include every library which 
participated. In this summary we have 
included the reports submitted to the 
Mississippi Library Commission. 





Books are the legacies that genius 
leaves mankind, to be delivered down 
from generation to generation as a 
gracious gift to those who are yet un- 





born. — Addison. 
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Libraries Participating 
In National Library Week 


MSCW 

Meridian Junior College 
Lowndes County 
Lincoln-Lawrence Regional 
Poplarville 

Sturgis 

Leland 

Jeff Davis 

Mississippi Southern 
Delta State 

Perkinston Junior College 
Mississippi State University 
Belhaven 

Greenville AFB 

Biloxi VA Center 
Lauren Rogers, Laurel 
Jackson VA Center 
Picayune 

Capital Area Regional 
Sledge 

Indianola 

Bay Springs 

Northeast Regional 
Noxubee County 
Liberty 

Jackson County 
Quitman County 
Houston 

Ellisville 

Newton 

Adams County - Fisk Library 
Meridian 

Flora 

Grenada County 

Bolivar County 
Columbia 

First Regional Library 
Leake County 

Pine Forest Regional 
Port Gibson 

Vicksburg 





Opening a book is like opening a 


door, 

Turning a leaf’s a bend in the 
lane — 

You can never know how far 
you'll go — 


To Kalamazoo or Spain. 
— Nancy Byrd Turner. 
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BOOKS DEAL WITH OUR BASIC PROBLEMS 


(Editor’s note: The following is a 
talk made by Judge Wm. N. Eth- 
ridge, Chairman of the State Citi- 
zens Committee for National Library 
Week, to the administrative libra- 
rians conference held in Jackson on 
March 8-9, 1961.) 

I am grateful for this brief visit 
with you, who are the administrators 
of the public libraries in Mississippi. 
Your field of work touches the cul- 
tural center of our Republic. 

Reading and libraries have great sig- 
nificance in a free society. Thoughtful 
lifetime reading habits develop inform- 
ed and responsible citizens. The cul- 
tural values and pleasures of reading 
are well established. And the practical 
usefulness of reading is clear: Persons 
who read more write better, speak 
better, think better. Generally, they 
get ahead better in their business or 
profession. 











EVERETT’S 
BINDERY 


“Library Binders’’ 





Featuring 


“Treasure Trove”, 
“Picture Covers” and 
“Labco Covers” 
on library rebindings 


811 Whittington Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 


PHONE 42 2-6771 
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The Mississippi State Committee for 
National Library Week, composed of 
representative citizens from over the 
state, is endeavoring to serve those ob. 
jectives. The Committee wants to en- 
courage and increase interest in and 
use of public libraries, principally by 
emphasizing the values and the pleas. 
ures which can be obtained from such 
use. Accordingly, the State Committee 
with the valuable assistance of Mr. 
Bill Keith as publicity director, is in. 
stituting a series of press releases 
through newspapers and other publica. 
tions. They began yesterday, March 9, 
and will conclude on April 13, with a 
dramatic and sensitive essay by Miss 
Eudora Welty. We hope that the State 
Committee’s efforts will promote a def- 
inite, increased interest in the intelli- 
gent use of public libraries. We also 
hope that it will encourage additional 
financial suport from the state gov- 
ernment and municipalities and coun- 
ties. 

I know thet library administrators 
have many problems and many ap 
proaches to them. But looking at pub- 
lic libraries from the lay reader’s point 
of view, it sems to me that one signi 
ficant need is to make the reading of 
books more attractive. One approach 
would be by the use of attractive dis- 
plays of current books on the main 
floor of the library. Another is to make 
available to the public new and sig- 
nificant books, without the reader hav- 
ing to get on a list which requires him 
to wait several months before he can 
get the book. By that time he may have 
lost interest in it. Of course this re 
quires additional funds, but the end 
result, increased interest in reading, 
would seem to justify more showman- 
ship in attractive displays of books for 
public consumption. Another device, 
which perhaps some libraries use, is 
the display of many of the fine paper- 
back books now being printed. 

I have many happy memories of 
pleasant hours of reading as a young 
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ster growing up in West Point, at the 
Carnegie Library. My introduction to 
libraries began in Clay County, and 
my love for them has continued 
throughout the years. The great books 
speak directly to every man, of himself 
and of his human concerns. Their 
voices are original, forceful, clear. They 
have for generations been widely read 
by thoughtful men, and have influ- 
enced men’s personal histories and the 
wider history of their recorded acts. 
Both timeless and timely, they deal 
with our basic problems, the persis- 
tent questions that each man asks him- 
self, that every societly is forced to 
deal with — now and always. They 
help each man to think straight, to 
think for himself, and to think at the 
level of greatness. They bring consis- 
tency to old beliefs, and, as the issues 
that split our world become more clear. 
they are cause less for fear than of 
action. 

The citizen with good reading habits 
is one performing the function appoint- 
ed for all citizens in a civilized state 
a function without which there would 
be no civilized state. He is Everyma1a 
purposefully apprehending the mean- 
ing of things. The right to practice it 
is part of the birthright of all men, and 
the need is the need of all. If I could 
have only one wish for our country, I 
would wish that each citizen would 
have the desire and the time to read 
the thoughts of the great intellects of 
the past, and of those writing today, 
and then for every man to think in- 
dependently, and to think on the level 
of the potentialities for greatness 


which this nation possesses. 

Seneca, the Roman stoic philosopher 
who lived 2,000 years ago, wrote an 
essay “On the Shortness of Life.” In 
it he said: 

“It is a general complaint amon: 
mankind, Paulinus, that Nature is nig- 
gardly: our allotted span is brief, and 
the term granted us flies by with such 
dizzy speed that all but a few exhaust 
it just when they are beginning to 

“The only people really at leisure 
are those who take time for philoso- 
phy. They alone really live. It is not 
their lifetime alone of which they are 
careful stewards: they annex every age 
to their own and exploit all the years 
that have gone before. By the exertions 
of others we are led to the fair- 
est treasures, raised to the light out 
of the darkness in which they were 
mined. No age is forbidden us, we 
have admittance to all, and if w- 
choose to transcend the narrow bounds 
of human frailty by loftiness of mind, 
there is a vast stretch of time for us 
to roam. We may dispute with Socra- 
tes, doubt with Carneades, repose with 
Epicurus, transcend human nature with 
the Stoics, defy it with the Cynics. 

“None of these will force you to die. 
but all will teach you how. None of 
these will wear your years away, but 
rather add his own to yours.” 

I beleive that most of the adminis- 
trators of public libraries have this 
great vision of the value of libraries 
to our civilization. Each of us should 
endeavor to do our part in promoting 
the realization of that ideal. 








Colonial Book Service 


Specialists in supplying the out-of-print books as listed 
in all Library Indices (Granger Poetry; Essay and Gen- 
eral Literature; Shaw; Standard; Fiction; Biography; 
Lamont Catalogue; Speech, etc. . . .) 


WANT LISTS INVITED—CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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Public Libraries 





Around The Libraries 


PASS CHRISTIAN, GULFPORT 

Librarians Jeanne Knost of Pass 
Christian and Maria Person of Gulf- 
port are mentioned in Ken Kraft’s new 
book, the humorous The Birds and the 
Beasts Were There. Mr. Kraft and his 
wife were residents of Harrison Coun- 
ty for several years before moving to 
California. 

FISK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Natchez 

Fisk Public Library is adding two 
staff members on June 1. Linda Faye 
Gates of Mendenhall will be reference 
librarian and Mary Francis from Lee 
County will be children’s librarian. 
Both are graduating from MSCW in 
May. Mary Ida Mitchell who has been 
assisting in the children’s department 
is going back to Mississippi Southern 
to work for her degree. 

The library is going to have a Con- 
federate Reading Club for the chil- 
dren this summer. 

JACKSON COUNTY 
Pascagoula 

The Jackson County-Pascagoula City 
Library installed a Gaylord charging 
system in April. 

They have been closed part of the 
time in May for a plaster repair and 
painting job. 

PEARL RIVER COUNTY 
Poplarville 

The Poplarville unit of the Pearl 
River County Library moved into new 
modern quarters in March. The staff 
of the Library Commission assisted in 
cataloging books. Furniture was also 
provided by the Commission. Mrs. J. 
E. Garrison, Librarian since 1943, re- 
ported enthusiastic crowds visiting the 
library during an open house on March 
22. 

CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The third annual art exhibit was 
held in the Cleveland Public Library 
during the month of April by the Com- 


Page 62 


munity Art Club. 

SHELBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Columbia 

The Shelby Memorial Library in 
Columbia is putting a book cart in 
Marion County General Hospital be. 
ginning June first. 

CAPITAL AREA REGIONAL 
LIBRARY 

The formal opening of Capital Area’s 
newest branch library in D’Lo was an 
unqualified success. Over 100 guests 
registered at the Open House, March 
19, sponsored by the D’Lo Garden 
Club. Many beautiful floral arrange. 
ments and telegrams from well-wishers 
over the state added to the festive oc- 
casion. Mrs. Willie Mae Raley is the 
new librarian and she reports that the 
citizens of the town, as well as many 
individuals, lent their wholehearted 
support to the project from the begin- 
ning and the Town Board provided ad- 
equate quarters. The staff from CARL 
headquarters appreciated this coopera- 
tion in the furnishings and decorating 
of the library. 


The special emphasis which is al- 
ways placed on Summer Reading Pro- 
grams for children and young people 
has been warmly received by the chil- 
dren, the parents, and the teachers. 
The material for this program is on 
order now and should be distributed 
soon. The program culminates with 
the awarding of Reading Certificates 
to the youngsters who participate and 
read the required number of books. 


Scott County supervisors appointed 
a Library Committee, one representa 
tive from each district, and this com- 
mittee held its first meeting in Forest 
on April 21st. These people were given 
pertinent facts pertaining to all li 
brary activities in Scott County and 
asked for ideas as to how these ac- 
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tivities might be made more meaning- 
ful for them in the future. 


With the assistance of the owner of 
the library building and the Town 
Board the Mendenhall Library has 
been remodeled with special empha- 
sis placed on providing adequate space 
for the children’s section. Mrs. A. L. 
Taylor, the branch librarian there, with 
help from CARL staff members, did 
a wonderful job of rearranging and 
decorating the library so that it is most 
attractive. 





CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Clarksdale 

“We feel that our library is not just 
excellent but a little bit above that,” 
President Robert E. Birdsong of the 
Coahoma County Chamber of Com- 
merce said at a luncheon at the Al- 
cazar Hotel, honoring the Clarksdale 
Public Library during National Library 
Week. The trustees and staff of the 
Carnegie Public Library of Clarksdale 
and Coahoma County, Mr. J. W. Mc- 
Kellar and Mr. Richard Webster, City 
Commissioners, and Mr. J. E. Merritt, 
President of the Coahoma County 
Board of Supervisors, were guests of 
the Board of Directors of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce at the “Appreciation 
Luncheon.” Certificates of Apprecia- 
tion were presented to the Library 
trustees and a notebook containing let- 
ters from local school officials prais- 
ing the Library were presented to Miss 
Anona Jenkins, Librarian. 


CITY-COUNTY MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
Bay St. Louis 

The City-County Memorial Library 
in Bay St. Louis held an exhibit of 
coins for National Library Week. A 
program of illustrated lectures to se- 
lected groups from grades 7-12 was pre- 
sented. There were over 150 coins in 
the display, including a coin of ancient 
Egypt, a collection from a Roman villa 
excavated in England, and some Gre 
cian coins, 1286. 

Mrs. Katherine I. Wilson, Librarian, 
has also given the basics of “Glass 
Mosaics” at the Home Demonstration 
office. 





GREENWOOD-LEFLORE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The library-sponsored Chess Club is 
meeting again this spring and summer. 
During the first part of the evening, 
experienced players coach beginners; 
then the old pros challenge each oth- 
er while the beginners play on their 
own. Several members plan to play 
in an area tournament this summer. 


The Greenwod-Leflore Public Libra- 
ry and the Greenwod Branch of AAUW 
are cooperating in teaching reading 
and writing to a group of 18 adults 
who were born and reared in Italy, 
Greece and China. Mrs. Dan Kelly, 
Miss Elizabeth Davis and Mrs. Lydia 
McEachern are the teachers. 





individuals, etc. 





For personalized service and dependable performance send your 
library book orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
600 Magazine Street 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 


No order is too large or too small for us to handle. We try to obtain 
every title requested, even those issued by little known publishers, 
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Lowndes Co. Library Moves To New Quarters 
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Macon Library Displays 
Ceramics, Art Objects 

An outstanding exhibit at the Ada 
Sessions Fant Memorial Library in 
Macon recently was a display of ceram- 
ies. These pieces of art were designed 
and made by Rachael Peden of Macon 
and Millsaps College. Miss Peden, the 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Milton J. 
Peden of Macon, is an outstanding stu- 
dent at Millsaps and the study and 
practice of ceramics is only one of 
her talents. Among the objects of art 
is a chess table, board and chessmen 
made by Miss Peden. Featured with 
the collection were several books on 
chess, among them the recent novel of 
Frances Parkinson Keyes, The Chess 
Players. Also displayed were books 
featuring pottery as an art and as a 
hobby. This and the Confederate col- 
lection of Tom White Crigler, claimed 
the especial attention of all attending. 
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same day shipment. 
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Librarian’s Daughter 
Illustrates Book 


A member of the Carnegie Public 
Library Staff is one of the proudest 
mothers in Clarksdale. She is Mrs. 
Louise Trevilion, whose daughter, Miss 
Louise Fitzhugh, illustrated the cur- 
rently popular book, SUZUKI BEANE, 
which was published in April by Dou- 
bleday and Company. Miss Fitzhugh 
was working on her drawings for the 
book when her mother visited her in 
New York last summer. 

Although Miss Fitzhugh has been 
painting for several years, this is the 
first time her work has appeared in 
a book. The text, which is written 
without capital letters or punctuation, 
begins: “my name is suzuki beane i 
have a pad on bleaker street with hugh 
and marcia”. This introduction indi- 
cates the style. The drawings show 
Suzuki to be a “heavy-thatched moppet 
with a sassy grin and a pleasantly wise 
countenance.” The book appears to be 
catching the fancy of the book-buying 
public as did the ‘Eloise” series. 





Greenwood Authors 


Receive Recognition 


Authors of Greenwood (and Leflore 
and Carroll Counties) received special 
attention at the Greenwood-Leflore 
Public Library. The 20 authors have 
published 37 books in the following 
fields: biography, court records, drama, 
history, mystery, novel, poetry, re- 
search in American History, Shakes- 
peare, and World War II; and their 
numerous short stories, poetry and 
plays have been published in maga- 
zines and journals. Further honors to 
the published works are: translation 
into eight languages, two Literary 
Guild selections, and purchase of 
movie rights to two novels. 


Page 65 





Lee County Library 
For A Ricwes, Fuccea Lire Is Honored With 


wie Fisher Award Banquet 


ca inne Muses The highlight of National Library 
Week celebration in Tupelo and Lee 
County was an Award Banquet given 
by the clubs and organizations of the 
area in honor of the staff and trustees 
of the Lee County Library. It was 
given in recognition of the library win- 
ning a Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award. 
More than 600 persons were present 
for the occasion. 


Open House followed at the library. 





At left, receiving the Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher Award from Mrs. Lura G. Cur. 
rier, director of the Mississippi Library 
Commission, is Mrs. Elizabeth Hol. 
comb, librarian of the Lee County Pub- 
lic Library. 


PEOROTNY OCUNFIELD FISHER AWARD COLL 





as a result of the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award of $1,000. 
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LSU Director Addresses Capital Workshop 


Mrs. Florrinell Morton, director of 
the L. S. U. Library School and presi- 
dent-elect of the American Library As- 
sociation, was guest speaker at the 
Capitol Area’s semi-annual workshop. 

Mrs. Morton stressed the theme of 
the workshop, “Growing Professional. 
ly’, by her presentation of three 
phases of professional growth, growing 
in knowledge of one’s community and 
growing in professional skills and tech- 
niques. 

Mrs. Morton stressed the develop- 
ment of the theme of the workshop 
in terms of what each librarian might 
become through self-help, professional 
literature and a background of read- 
ing from all subject fields. 

Personal pride in her growth should 
lead to an ever-increasing desire to 





BUY YOUR 
PREBOUND BOOKS 
from 
FOLLETT LIBRARY 
BOOK CoO. 


* Colorful Bindings 


® Bound to last the 
life of the book 


¢ Prompt shipments 


¢ Future dating of 
invoices, if desired 


Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 











give a better quality of library service 
and reach higher standards of profes 
sional skill, Mrs. Morton said. 

The Capitol Area Regional Library 
personnel was praised by Mrs. Morton 
for its progress in meeting the needs 
of the communities and individuals it 
serves. 


Mrs. Morton reminded those attend- 
ing that if they do not progress, they 
retrogress. She urged the librarians to 
strive for growth that would be rec- 
ognized in their daily living and work- 
ing through every contact with the 
public. 





Books are but wastepaper unless we 
spend in action the wisdom we get 
from thought. — Bulwer. 








Prebound books for 
young people. 


We'd like to convince you 
that BOUND-TO-STAY- 
BOUND Prebound Books 
will best serve you, your 
library and school. We urge 
you to write for catalogs and 
prices today. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
en Pe 


e BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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Dorothy Robinson Carpenter Library 
Under Construction In Cleveland 


The Dorothy Robinson Carpenter 
Family Memorial Library is under con- 
struction in Cleveland. This project 
undertaken by the J. T. Robinson fam- 
ily and the City of Cleveland is a mem- 
orial to the B. R. Carpenter family who 
perished in a tragic fire last November 

The new library will replace the 
Cleveland Public Library and function 
under the same system as a branch of 
the Bolivar County Library. County 
headquarters will continue to be in the 
same building. Completion is schedul- 
ed for early summer. 


The first indication of public appre 
ciation for this undertaking was a gift 
of $1,000 to the Cleveland Library Com. 
mission by the Cleveland Junior Aux. 
iliary for equipment of the children’s 
area. Both the Delta Garden Club and 
the Fairfield Garden Club have adop 
ted landscaping the new building as 
their projects in the beautification cat. 
egory of the Merit Award program. 
Other local organizations have conm- 
mittees working with the library staff 
to determine areas in which they may 
help equip. 
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The Chidren’s Room at Aberdeen’s Evans Memorial Library has a new “reaé- 
er’s adviser” called Francis. Francis, shown here surrounded by advice-seek- 
ers, is a two-foot tall stuffed rabbit who wears cowboy pants and sits in a 
special chair near the catalog, when not assisting Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Grege 
in his other job, that of circulation assistant. 
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Greenville Is Test 
City For Bookmobile 


The city of Greenville is being used 
as a “test city” by the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission to see if a book- 
mobile in a community known for its 
interests in books and in reading can 
give a practical service to these people. 
The bookmobile will serve six areas 
of the city that are from two to three 
miles from the main library. Once con- 
sidered primarily a rural project the 
bookmobile is now gaining prominence 
as an outgrowth of the city library. 


Bolivar County Dedicates 
New Bookmobile 


The Bolivar County Library dedi- 
cated a new bookmobile on April 3, 
1961. J. O. Box, chairman of the Boli- 
var County Library Board of Trustees, 
acted as master of ceremonies. The 
invocation by Rev. B. W. Baker, Pres- 
byterian Church, was followed by a 
welcome from Mayor Lawrence Wilson 
of Rosedale. Mrs. Currier, director of 
Mississippi Library Commission, made 
the dedication address, and the ribbon 
was cut by A. S. Weissinger, chairman 
of the Bolivar County Board of Super- 
visors. Bobby Outlaw, bookmobile li- 
brarian, operates on a schedule of 239 
regular stops over a two-week period. 








A gleaming new traveling library was put in service Monday, April 3, in Bolli- 
var County. The $10,000 vehicle, purchased by the county, has a regular sched- 
le to all communities in Bolivar County. The Bolivar County Farm Bureau, 
me of the backers of the project, now has plans in the development stage to 


provide shelter and a landscaped setting for its stops over the county. 


It is 


pictured in front of the county courthouse where it was presented to the people 


of the county. 
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Branch Library Opens In Brookhaven 


From left to right are members of the board of trustees of Lincoln-Lawrence 
Regional Library with the librarian and Brookhaven mayor. They are: Tom L. 
Moak, Mayor C. E. Sampson, Mrs. Roy King, Mrs. J. F. Vernon, Mrs. Iola Ma 
gee, librarian; V. D. Youngblood, E. W. Clinton. 


The opening of the Redmond Mem- 
orial Library in Brookhaven is another 
step forward in the library develop- 
ment of the Lincoln-Lawrence Region- 
al Library. Participating in the dedi- 
catory services on Sunday, April 16, 
was the widow of the late Dr. P. W. 
Redmond in whose memory the library 
was established. 


The library is the culmination of 
planning and cooperative efforts of 
the Board of Trustees of the Lincoln- 
Lawrence Regional Library, the City 
of Brookhaven, the Mississippi Library 
Commission and the Board of Trustees 
of the Good Samaritan Hospital, on 
whose staff Dr. Redmond served. 
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The local advisory committee for Redmond Memorial Library, Brookhaven 
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The Professional Corner 


WORSE THAN OBSCENITY 


Editor’s Note: The following is re- 
printed from the Living Church, with 
the permission of the editors. We 
are reprinting excerpts from it to 
call attention to its important mes- 
sage. 


One of the unstated reasons for our 
opposing censorship was the conviction 
that there is in the literature of love 
atype of writing that does more harm 
than obscenity. This is a type of writ- 
ing which is completely legal, socially 
respectable, and often quite moralistic 
in tone. 

We refer to a very common type of 
sentimental love story — the slushy, 
lavender - scented, moonlight-and-roses 
story of girl meets boy, girl loses boy, 
girl gets boy. Your most puritanical 
maiden aunt would not find such books 
and movies immoral. Perhaps no one 
except a literary critic would be shock- 
ed by them. No ministerial alliance 
will demand police action against their 
sale or exhibition. 

They uphold, with great persuasive- 
ness for some minds, a view of love, 
sex, and marriage which is completely 
secular, completely unchristian, and 
completely false to life. 

By the thousands, our young people 
(and no few adults) drench their minds 
in glorifications over romantic love. 
Nothing, according to the romantic- 
trash formula, can transcend this love. 

Innumerable adolescents are tortur- 
ed by a sense of personal failure be- 
case they do not encounter, in their 
teal lives, the rapturous romances 
Which fiction calls the norm of youth- 
ful life. 

Innumerable young adults approach 
Marriage with a sense of dissatisfac- 
tion, because their intendeds and their 
courtships do not measure up to the 
standards of romantic fiction. 
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Innumerable young married people 
who have persuaded themselves that 
they had found “true love” in the 
sense that the slushy novels portray 
it are bitterly disappointed when they 
discover, in the daily give-and-take of 
real-life marriage, that neither they 
nor their partners are capable of sus- 
taining the moonlight-and-roses mood 
indefinitely. 

In all these failures to achieve in 
life the impossibilities of the world of 
romantic fantasy, there are seeds of 
torment. Many a marriage breaks up 
because unrealistic expectations are 
not fulfilled. Many other marriages 
drag on into sour apathy for the same 
reason. 

The authoritarian claims of roman- 
tic fiction, endlessly stated and restat- 
ed, have become articles of faith in the 
minds of masses of people. Those who 
followed the newspaper coverage of 
Princess Margaret’s romance a few 
years ago remember how bitterly the 
romantically-minded condemned the 
Church because loyalty to the Church’s 
teaching held the princess out of a 
marriage with a divorced man. 

It is not uncommon to hear the state- 
ment that only romantic love purifies 
sexual relations, and that nothing else 
— not even marriage vows — justifies 
an effort to create a reality of love, 
in the absence of a sentimental predi- 
lection toward that love. 

We have no quarrels with the real 
beauties and real joys of “falling in 
love.” In our culture, this romantic 
idea of falling in love is the accepted 
norm for choosing a mate, and we are 
by no means sure that the alternative 
norms provided in other cultures are 
any better. 

But it is one thing to allow the free 


(Continued on Page 72) 
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BAPTIST HISTORICAL RECORDS AT MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE 


By J. B. HOWELL, JR. 


The most valuable collection of Bap- 
tist historical records in the state of 
Mississippi is to be found at the head- 
quarters of the State Baptist Histori- 
cal Commission located on the second 
floor of the spacious new library build- 
ing of Mississippi College at Clinton. 

Custodian of this specialized library 
is the Rev. J. L. Boyd, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Historical Commission, 
and author of two well-known books: 
“A Popular History of Baptists in Mis- 
sissippi” (1930) and “A History of Bap- 
tists in America Prior to 1845” (1958). 
It was largely through his efforts that 
the library was assembled and pre- 
served. In 1926, when the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention appointed a com- 
mittee for historical research, he be- 
gan devoting his spare time to getting 
old minutes, records and books in some 
semblance of order. The collection at 
that time was housed in the old Bap- 
tist Building on Capitol Street in down- 





(Continued From Page 71) 

choice of men and women to work as 
well as it may in the choosing of a 
mate. It is something far different 
to allow flights of fancy, discontent 
with the lost rapture, and the failure 
of unrealistic hopes for uniquely su- 
perb romantic relationships to smash 
at the foundations of family life and 
marriage. 

It is just this which romantic fiction 
(no matter how moralistic) does so 
steadily and effectively ... 

To which words of wisdom, we have 
no additions to make except to say 
that we aren’t interested in a crusade 
against obscenity until somebody can 
figure out a way to censor the senti- 
mental slush books, which are the 
greater danger. 


—From the Minnesota Libraries, 
September, 1959, P. 196 
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town Jackson. 

Today his collection is comprised of 
church records, minutes of Baptist as. 
sociations, early newspapers and peri- 
odicals published by the denomination 
and a number of rare books which tel] 
the Baptist story in Mississippi. 

Among the outstanding source ma- 
terials are all the “Annuals” of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention from 
the time of its organization in 1836 to 
the present, and a complete file of the 
“Baptist Record,” the denomination’s 
weekly newspaper, which was first is. 
sued in 1898. Serving as a basis for 
many historical sketches of churches 
and associations are the files of the 
Minutes of more than one hundred 
Baptist associations in the state as 
well as the books of Minutes of 91 
individual Baptist churches in Missis- 
sippi. Special treasures are bound 
copies of the ‘Religious Luminary’, 
Mississippi’s first Baptist newspaper, 
published in Natchez in 1836 and 1837. 

Much of this material is stored in 
a fire-proof vault adjoining the regular 
coliection. Each book and document is 
wrapped in a protective jacket against 
the hazards of time. Micro-film copies 
are available for general reference. 
On a non-irculating basis, these his- 
torical records are available for pub- 
lic use on any day that Mississippi 
College is in session. The collection 
has been completely catalogued by 
Mrs. E. I. Farr of the Mississippi Col- 
lege Library staff, and each title is 
represented in the card catalog of the 
MC Library. 

Librarians as well as Baptists and 
historians have shown interest and 
pride in these pages from the past, 
an example of what can be done with 
a special library through years of work 
and planning. 
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THE DAVID L. COHN MEMORIAL AT THE UNIVERSITY 


By PAUL FLOWERS 

If he had a favorite haunt in his later 
years, it was the campus of Ole Miss; 
if there was a place where he could go 
to unwind, it was the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. James W. Silver on Faculty Row. 

It is altogether fitting, then, that the 
monument to David L. Cohn should 
stand on the campus he loved even be- 
yond his devotion to his own alma ma- 
ters, University of Virginia and Yale 
Law School. 

So the David L. Cohn Browsing 
Room has been set up in the Library at 
University of Mississippi, and there 
will stand his most prized personal 
possessions, five bronze sculptures and 
four water colors by his friend, Sir Ja- 
cob Epstein. 

Also there are the manuscripts of 
many of his books — he wrote eleven— 
plus a collection of personal correspon- 
dence with the great and the near 
great, and the assorted memorabilia he 


DAVID L. COHN 
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collected during a life of adventure and 
creation. 


Moreover, there is a tape recording 
of his voice, the tale of “The Walk-Off 
People” which appeared first in one of 
his early books, “God Shakes Crea- 
tion”, a record of his birthplace and 
homeland, the Mississippi Delta. 


The recording was made _ several 
years ago by another Mississippian who 
gained eminence in American letters 
and folklore, Dr. Arthur Palmer Hud- 
son, University of North Carolina. On 
the same tape is a record of Isaac L. 
Myers, lifelong friend, telling about 
Mr. Myers’ last visit with William Al.- 
exander Percy in Greenville. 

When David L. Cohn died suddenly 
in Copenhagen last September, his 
wife Lillian decided to establish a fund 
to care for the bronzes, and she began 
annual purchases of books for the 
browsing room. 

Here is a tribute to a business man 
who put commerce and trade behind 
after a fantastically successful career 
as merchandiser, for a career of more 
or less precarious existence as observer 
and writer. 

He helped give birth to the National 
Cotton Council, and spoke at its in- 
augural meeting in Memphis in 1935 

He became the confidant of states- 
men on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
played a powerful behind-the-scenes 
role during and after World War II. 
Out of these experiences came one of 
his finest books, “This Is The Story”, 
now, like most others from his pen, 
out of print and regarded as collectors’ 
items. 

Unheralded, he appeared in Memphis 
when a campaign was on for money to 
build the new Arts Academy building 
in Overton Park; in his serio-comi« 
way he prodded Memphians into un- 
derwriting the project as he shared 
time with Stuart Purser, the artist. 

Somewhere along the line he fell in 
love with Ole Miss, and it was his habit 

(Continued on Page 76) 
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Hobby Show Features 


Collections, Paintings 


A many-faceted hobby show featur. 
ing collections and creations by Delta 
State librarians attracted more than 
two hundred citizens from Cleveland 
and surrounding towns to the annual 
open house at W. B. Roberts Memorial 
Library. 

Receiving special attention was an 
exhibit of 35 original oil paintings, 
chiefly cabins, water mills and sea. 
scapes, by Virginia C. Robinson, as- 
sociate librarian at M. S. C. W. They 
were displayed by Miss Beulah Cul- 
bertson, retired M. S. C. W. librarian 
and long-time friend of Miss Robinson. 
Both librarians were honored guests 
VIRGINIA C. ROBINSON at the open house. 
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A typical Carmel seascape by Miss Robinson 
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Eleanor Harkins points out favorite 
spon to student assistant Susan Clarke. 


Mabel Brister shows weaving and pho- 
tography at Open House. 





Misses Harkins, Culbertson and Rob- 
inson at Delta State Open House. 





Mrs. Vitha Tucker and “Cinderella” 
Shoe Collection at Open House. 












Elizabeth Dakin displays commemorat- 
ive plates and related books at Open 
House. 


—— ore 
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New Globe For MSCW 

In keeping with the space age and its 
purpose of furthering the cause of ed- 
ucation, Mu Chapter of Kappa Delta 
Epsilon, honorary education sorority at 
M. S. C. W., has presented a minia- 
ture model of our planet to the M. S. 
C. W. library in the form of a 16-inch 
visual relief globe, which includes the 
latest devices of cartography. Officers 
of the organization are: Norma Brat- 
ton, president, left in picture; Carolyn 
Vaughn, vice-president, right; also 
Carol Busby, secretary; and Camille 
Reed, treasurer. 





(Continued From Page 73) 

to drop in, unannounced, on Jim and 
“Dutch” Silver, where others of the 
faculty, would gather for his favorite 
delicacy, catfish and hushpuppies, and 
conversation that went on into the 
night. 

The David L. Cohn collection has 
joined a fabulous treasure of Missis- 
sippiana in the Ole Miss Library, a 
permanent record of literary and ar- 
tistic activity in one of the nation’s 
most productive states. 


*(Reprinted by permission from Paul 
Flower’s Greenhouse, The Commercial 
Appeal, May 5, 1961) 
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Students choose purchases in Paper 
Book Gallery at Meridian Municipal 
Junior College Library. Mrs. Frances 
Hardy is librarian. 





Book Store In Library Is 


Meridian’s Latest Asset 

Browsing in book stalls on the left 
bank of the Seine is a favorite Paris 
pastime. Similarly, student patrons of 
the Meridian Municipal Junior College 
Library enjoy a delightful bookshop of 
their own, complete with a bright red 
and white striped canopy and a gay 
sign reading, “Paper Book Gallery.” 
A dream of Mrs. Frances Hardy, libra 
rian, since last year, it had its begin 
ning when she ordered a few paper 
backs, and discovered that students 
would rather pay for than return them. 

This charming book store, with its 
varied selections, provides an oppor 
tunity for students to accumulate their 
own home libraries at little expense 
and also solves the duplicate copy 
problem for a school library with lim 
ited funds. 

The popular “Paper Book Gallery” 
is manned by volunteer student sales: 
men, who have sold over five hundred 
dollars worth of books in two months. 
Three hundred different titles are in 
stock and others are ordered by re 
quest. 
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Department Of Archives 


Publishes History Book 


Mississippi In The Confederacy, a 
twevolume Civil War Centennial pub- 
lication of the Department of Archives 
and History of the State of Mississippi 
is off the press. An act of the 1958 
Legislature made an appropriation to 
the Department of Archives and His- 
try “for a centenary publication or 
publications commemorating Mississip- 
pis part in the War Between the 
States .. .” and named Charlotte Ca- 
pers, director, Department of Archives 
ad history, as editorial director. 

Dr. John K. Bettersworth, Mississippi 
State University, and Dr. James W. 
Silver, University of Mississippi, are 
editors of the two-volume anthology. 

‘It was deemed desirable — to dif- 
ferentiate between the contemporary 
md the reminiscent — to devote the 
first volume to statements made by 
people during the war and the second 
wlume to what was said about the 
conflict in the years to follow,” says 
Miss Capers. 

The first volume, “As They Saw It,” 
was compiled by Dr. Bettersworth from 
avast treasure of unpublished mate- 
tials — diaries, letters and personal 
papers as well as from official records. 
These are the canonical Confederate 
«riptures written so close to the scene 
that there was no time to color or ro- 
manticize the horror of the events 
vhich transpired. 

The second volume, “As Seen in 
Retrospect,” and compiled by Dr. Sil- 
ver, is -made up of post-war remi 
liseences of many persons who took 
part in these battles and accounts by 
later writers about Mississippi during 
the war. 


Mississippi played an important part 

in the Confederacy and these volumes 
Mesent a moving drama of this part. 
They give a comprehensive picture of 
le times and contribute to a better 
mderstanding of the state’s rich his- 
Wty during this critical period. 
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Research Center Library 


Replenishes Collection 

The Research Center Library, Wa- 
terways Experiment Station, Vicks- 
burg, is making rapid recovery from 
the October, 1960 fire that destroyed 
the facility and many of its valuable 
holdings. 

Alan G. Skelton, Head, states that 
in the months since the fire, more 
than 40,000 items have been obtained 
in replenishing the collection. He gives 
credit for this somewhat phenomenal 
rate of replacement to hard work on 
the part of the staff and to the over- 
whelming generosity of friends and 
associates of the library. 

Marie Spivey, Assistant Librarian, 
recently returned from a trip to Wash- 
ington, D. C., where she visited the 
Library of Congress, the U. S. Book 
Exchange, and several technical libra 
ries for the purpose of acquiring pub- 
lications as replacements. 





Gulfport V. A. Center 


Observes Hospital Day 

On Thursday, May 11, the libraries 
at the Veterans Administration Center 
in Gulfport, participated in the observ- 
ance of Hospital Day at the facility. 
The medical and recreational libraries 
were open to the public, and Miss 
Kathryn Hanley, Librarian, had set up 
displays featuring the dual function 
of the libraries, services to staff and 
patients. 

A new recreational building is un- 
der construction at the Gulfport fa- 
cility, and the library is looking for- 
ward to moving into new quarters 
there when it is completed. However, 
thoroughly familiar with what often 
happens to space and plans for libra- 
ries, Miss Hanley is waiting before she 
makes final arrangements for moving 
books and equipment. 





There was no old age in that man’s 
mind and that is the secret of story- 
telling. — James Stephens. 
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Trustees’ Section 





TRUSTEE PROFILE — Thompson McClellan 


The McClellan family of West Point 
has been promoting books and read- 
ing from the time a library for West 
Point was just a dream, an idea, until 
the present. 

Mr. J. J. McClellan, a prominent 
West Point attorney in the early years 
of this century, was one of a group 
of citizens with vision who encour- 
aged the city fathers to promise 
support for a library if the Car- 
negie Foundation would give a build- 
ing. Five of these men were ap- 
pointed trustees of the library-to-be 
and at their first meeting on April 
2, 1913, Mr. McClellan was elected 
Chairman of the Board. The dream 
for library service became a reality 























when the Carnegie Library opened for THOMPSON McCLELLAN Wor 
service in September, 1915. Mr. Mc- Am 
Clellan served as Board Chairman un- of the Tombigbee Regional Library and 
til his death in 1916. Board. oo 
His son, Thompson, was appointed Mr. McClellan was born in West 
to the Board of Trustees in 1927. Like Point in 1899 and was graduated from of t 
the father, the son has given generous- the West Point High School in 1917. a 
ly of his time and talents and has seen He received his Bachelor of Science 
the library grow into a full-time city degree from the University of Missis- 
and county service and finally become __ sippi in 1921 and was graduated with 
an integral part of the Tombigbee Re-_ distinction from the University’s Law 
gional Library, serving Clay, Monroe, School in 1922. He is active in alumni 
and Choctaw counties, with West Point affairs and has been president of the 
as headquarters. For many years he Alumni Association. 
served as Chairman of West Point’s Mr. McClellan entered the practice 
Library Board and since the expansion of law at West Point June 1, 1922. He 
in 1952 he has served as Chairman was a member of the House of Repre 
] 
Mid-Century Innovator Tables— 
Chairs — Charging Desks — Shelving 
Write for our Special Library Catalog 
Jackson, Mississippi = 
Jun 
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sentatives from 1924 to 1928 and from 
1932 to 1936. At the present time he 
is again a member of the state leg- 


islature. He was Chairman of the Con- 
stitution Committee from 1956 to 1960 
and is currently serving as Chairman 
Judiciary En Banc and Judiciary “A”. 
He served eight years as Attorney for 
the Board of Supervisors of Clay 
County and six years as City Attorney 
for West Point. 

He was Mayor of West Point from 
November, 1946, to July, 1953. This 
administration was one of the most 
constructive in the history of the city. 
He served as President of the Missis- 
sippi Municipal Association in 1951-52. 
He is President of the the North Mis- 
sissippi Industrial Development Asso- 
ciation. 

He is a veteran of World War I and 
World War II, is a member of the 
American Legion, the Masonic Lodge, 
and the Kiwanis Club. He is active 
in the life of the First Methodist 
Church in West Point and is a member 
of the Board of Stewards. 


In spite of Thompson McClellan’s 
many varied civic activities the library 
stands high on his list of interests. 
His business-like approach to all libra- 
ry problems has made his contribution 
to library service in the entire area 
a valuable one. He frequently ex- 
presses the hope that Mississippi will 
develop in the educational fields and 
cultural areas of her life just as she 
is doing in the economic fields and 
the belief that the library has an in- 
creasingly important role to play in 
this educational and cultural develop- 
ment. 





The Stone County Library Trustees 
are proud of a new paint job, from 
floor to ceiling. This along with new 
drapes adds “style” as well as an at- 
tractive atmosphere. Closing the 1960 
year, Stone County Trustees report 
circulation of nearly 16 thousand books 
checked and read. 

Mrs. Gwin Mounger, Trustee of the 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library, is 
a member of the Leflore County Civil 
War Centennial Committee. 








SER VICE 
IS OUR 
BUSINESS 


The Results are in the Books Bound by 
National of Georgia- Each One a Skillfully 
Crafted Jewel. May We Have the Privilege 

of Having Your Next Binding Order 


National Library Bindery Co. of Ga. 
2395 Peachtree Rd. N. E. 
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Atlanta 5, Ga. 
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ALA Standards Discussed At National Meeting 


More than 125 of the nation’s school 
library leaders went to Chicago April 
28-30 to study, discuss and exchange 
ideas and information that will enable 
them to take the initiative in planning 
for school library development in their 
respective states. The program was 
planned to equip them for training 
other leaders so that the work at the 
local level can be expedited and the 
responsibility shared. 

Mrs. Ada McCaa Sumrall, library su- 
pervisor with the Department of Edu 
cation, and Mrs. Frances Hardy, libra- 
rian of Meridian Junior College, at- 
tended from Mississippi. 

The following are some startling 
facts about the school library service 
in Mississippi as compared with the 
nation and with recommended stand- 
ards: 

In the nation 66% of the elementary 
schools have no libraries. In Missis- 
sippi only one city system has libraries 
in elementary schools. 

Standards say every school of 200 
pupils should have library service. 

National average is 5.3 books per 
child. In Mississippi there is 2/3 of a 
book per child. Standards say 10 
books per child are needed. 

Average expenditure per child in 
the nation is $1.60 annually. In Mis- 
sissippi $1.00 is spent. Standards rec- 





NEW NATCHEZ-ADAMS 
Consolidation has brought Washing- 
ton High School and Natchez High 
School together to become the Natchez- 
Adams County Senior High School. 
The library department consists of 
five rooms: a large reading room, an 
office-workroom combination, a confer- 
ence-periodical room, an audio-visual 
room, and a publication room. Fur- 
nishings consist of individual carrels 
and large reading tables. Mrs. Corinne 
Randazzo is librarian at the new 
Natchez-Adams County High School. 
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ommend $4-$6 per child. 

About one-half of the states have 
school library supervision. Mississippi 
has one supervisor. Standards say two 
are needed. 

These standards, if realized, would 
do no more than provide good library 
service to every child. It would buy 
one book each year per child; provide 
five minutes of a librarian’s time each 
week for each child; make available 
a book collection that will provide for 
varied interests, abilities and needs 
of youth who are expected to take 
their places in an increasingly com- 
plex world. 


ALA Standards Meetings 
Held In Laurel, Hinds Co. 


Two meetings have been held lately 
to discuss ALA Standards. Mrs. Ada 
McCaa Sumrall, Library supervisor, 
State Department of Education, was 
guest speaker. 

One group met at Forest Hill School, 
Hinds County, May 9. The principal 
and librarian from each of the schools 
in District V were guests of Forest 
Hill School for lunch. On the program 
with Mrs. Sumrall was Hal France, 
principal, Provine High School, Jack- 
son, who discussed the new Standards. 

The second group met at the D. U. 
Maddox Junior High School, Laurel, 
with representatives from Region II. 
Mrs. Doye Dickey, Standards chairman 
for Region II was in charge of the 
program. 








Library Has ‘New Look’ 

A “new look” has been acquired for 
the library at Utica with the purchase 
of 50 new chairs, four tables and the 
replacing of windows. Five hundred 
sets of H. W. Wilson cards have \been 
purchased and processed to replace old 
cards which have been weeded from 
the shelf list and the card catalog. 
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It’s News To Me— 


Nellie Ford Smith, associate libra- 
rian at Mississippi College, spoke on 
librarianship at the Clinton High 
School Career Day program recently. 

Mrs. Rosa D. Quisenberry, librarian 
emerita of Mississippi College, cele- 
prated her ninetieth birthday on Feb- 
rary 4th. A graduate of the Library 
School of the University of North Caro- 
lina, she served as MC’s first trained 
librarian. 

Carolyn Mounce, assistant in the 
Guyton Library at Blue Mountain Col- 
lege, will attend Peabody Library 
School this summer, working toward 
her M. A. in library science. 

Two student library assistants at 
M.S. C. W. have won Hazard Memo- 
tial Foundation Scholarships for the 
1961-62 session in recognition of high 
sholarship standing. They are: Mar- 
tha Virginia Moore, Memphis, and Re- 
becca Jean Saunders, Louisville. 

Eleanor Harkins and Elizabeth Da- 
kin of Delta State Library, attended 
the Mississippi Water Pollution Con- 
trol Conference in Jackson, April 27th. 
Miss Harkins was the Corporate Dele- 
gate representing Delta State College 
at the State Meeting of the AAUW in 
Hattiesburg recently. 

Mabel Brister, of Delta State Libra- 
ty, attended the Regional Conference 
of Kappa Delta Pi at Ouachita Bap- 
tist College and Henderson College, 
Arkadelphia, Ark. 

Virginia C. Robinson, associate libra- 
tian at M. S. C. W., has been named 
curator of the MSCW Historical Mu- 
sum, now permanently housed in a 
tom of the new Fine Arts Building. 

A Science and Mathematics Work- 
shop attended by teachers of these 
subjects from Sunflower, Humphreys, 
Leflore and Washington counties, was 
held in the Mississippi Delta Junior 
College Library on April 4th. A May 
attraction was an exhibit prepared by 
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the Building Construction Technology 
Department, including instruments, 
scale drawings, blueprints, a model 
house, pictures, textbooks and library 
materials. 


Elizabeth Spencer, Mississippi au- 
thor of “Light in the Piazza”, is an 
alumna of Belhaven College. The 
Board of Trustees there has announced 
the coming of a new president, How- 
ard J. Cleland. 


Mrs. Virginia Riggs celebrated Na- 
tional Week by proof-reading for the 
final time, the specifications for the 
equipment to go into the new Hinds 
Junior College Library building now 
in progress. 

Mrs. Laurette H. Long will rejoin 
the University Library staff in June 
after a year in Fayetteville, Ark., 
where her husband was attending the 
University of Arkansas. 

On May 9th, the University Dames 
presented “The Ponder Heart” by 
Eudora Welty with Mrs. Helen Trott 
as Edna Earle and J. S. Hartin as 
foreman of the jury. 

Each book in the David L. Cohn 
Browsing Room at the University will 
have a special bookplate bearing the 
likeness of Mr. Cohn from the portrait 
bust by Sir Jacob Epstein. 


The latest portrait to be hung in 
the second floor corridor of the Uni- 
versity Library is that of Dr. Chris- 
topher Longest, faculty member, 1908- 
1951, Professor Emeritus of Spanish, 
president of the First National Bank 
of Oxford, and Acting Chancellor in 
1930. 


The University Library has recently 
exhibited books, handicrafts and me- 
mentos of our newest states, Hawaii 
and Alaska. Also of interest was the 
largest book in the library, 2742x22% 
inches, and the smallest, % mm. by 
% mm. 
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Miss Ella Somerville of Oxford has 
enriched the Mississippi collection at 
the University by adding documents 
pertaining to her father, Thomas Hugh 
Somerville, bearing the signature of 
Robert E. Lee. 

Alan G. Skelton, Head, Research Cen- 
ter Library, U. S. Army Engineer Wa- 
terways Experiment Station, attended 
the 10th Annual National Microfilm 
Association Convention, 46 April, 1961, 
in Chicago, Illinois, and visited libra- 
ries in the Chicago area, notably John 
Crearar and the Library of the Chi- 
cago Museum of Industry and Science. 

Mrs. Maxyne W. Grimes, librarian of 
the Department of Archives and His- 
tory of the State of Mississippi, will 
attend the 15th Institute in the Pres- 
ervation and Administration of Ar- 
chives, June 5-30, 1961, Washington, 
D. C. This institute is given by the 
American University in cooperation 
with the Library of Congress, Mary- 
land Hall of Records, and the National 
Archives. The course will consist of 
lectures, discussion and intensive proj 
ects in the National Archives. 





There was a little boy from Ellis- 
ville who brought his bug collection 
to the Lauren Rogers Memorial Li- 
brary, Laurel, for a last minute re- 
search. The fun really began when 
Miss Davis (the librarian) discovered 
the entire collection hopping around 





Friends will be distressed to 
learn of the sudden death on 
May 4 of Mr. W. H. Jones, hus. 
band of Mrs. Elsie Earle Jones 
Bookmobile Librarian at the Car- 
negie Public Library of Clarks- 
dale and Coahoma County. Mr. 
Jones died in his sleep from a 
heart attack. He had not been 
previously ill. He was 45 years 
old. 











75th Anniversary At 
Wood Junior College 


Wood Junior College celebrated its 
75th anniversary on May 13th. Mrs. 
Edward Lloyd, librarian, arranged dis. 
plays and bulletin boards illustrating 
the history of the college under its 
three names: first as the Woodland 
Seminary at Clarkson, second as Ben- 
nett Academy at Clarkson and Math 
iston, and lastly as Wood Junior Col- 
lege at Mathiston. Alumni visitors 
who came to see the production, “The 
Saga of Wood College,” pored over in- 
eresting pictures, annuals, programs, 
brochures, and files of the college 
newspaper, “The Breeze”, that brought 
back fond memories. 





the reading room. The young scientist 
had forgotten to pin down his facts! 





July 9-15, 1961. 


Jackson, October 26-28, 1961. 





DATES TO REMEMBER 


American Library Association Annual Conference, Cleveland, Ohio, 
Mississippi Library Association Annual Meeting, King Edward Hotel, 


The Twenty-Sixth Annual Conference of the Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago, June 21-25, 1961. 


For further information about any of these conferences write to Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission, 405 State Office Building, Jackson. 


(Registration fee $20.00.) 
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Easy Books for Younger Children With Reviews and Recommenda- 
tions by Library Authorities. 


The Famous Classics in Good Print With Many Illustrations in Color. 


Teen-Age Novels and Older by Rosamond du Jardin, Janet Lambert, 
Bess Streeter Aldrich, Grace Livingston Hill, Emilie Loring, Zane 
Grey and Others. Books of Science Fiction. 


“Whodunits” and “Westerns” by the Following Popular Authors: 
Gardner, Fair, Christie, Field, Stout, Carr, Max Brand and Others. 


Ssmce $906 





LIBRARY DISTRIBUTORS 
New Orleans 12, La. 














THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 


Division of 


The American News Company, Inc. 


We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 


@ 
Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 
© 
Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 
e 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 
1111 South Peters St. New Orleans, La. 














